
___________________________________Commercially Guided Helicopter Skiing--DEIS 
 

Table of Contents 
 
Abstract ..........................................................................................................................................i 
Summary....................................................................................................................................... ii 
Reader’s Guide ............................................................................................................................xi 
Appendices .................................................................................................................................xv 
List of Tables...............................................................................................................................xv 
List of Maps.................................................................................................................................xv 
 
Chapter 1: Purpose and Need 
Introduction ..............................................................................................................................................1-1 
The Proposed Action..................................................................................................................1-1 
Purpose and Need .....................................................................................................................1-5 
The National Environmental Policy Act Process ........................................................................1-7 
Forest Plan Direction..................................................................................................................1-7 
Public Involvement and Issues to be Considered ......................................................................1-9 
    Issue 1:  Wildlife Impacts .......................................................................................................1-9 
    Issue 2: Recreation Conflicts ...............................................................................................1-10 
    Issue 3: Impacts on Communities ........................................................................................1-10 
    Other Issues.........................................................................................................................1-10 
Decisions to be Made...............................................................................................................1-11 
Required Permits and Approvals .............................................................................................1-11 
Planning Record.......................................................................................................................1-12  
 
Chapter 2: Alternatives 
Introduction ................................................................................................................................2-1 
Alternative Development ............................................................................................................2-1 
Alternatives Not Analyzed in Detail ............................................................................................2-1 
Alternative 1 - No Action ............................................................................................................2-3 
Alternative 2 - Proposed Action..................................................................................................2-7 
Alternative 3 - Reduced Recreational Conflicts........................................................................2-11 
Alternative 4 - Current Use-2003 .............................................................................................2-15 
Alternative 5 - Minimized Recreation Conflicts.........................................................................2-19 
Alternative 9 – Reflects 1999-2002 Use Level .........................................................................2-23 
Mitigation Measures .................................................................................................................2-29 
Monitoring ................................................................................................................................2-31 
Summary of Impacts ................................................................................................................2-32 
 
Chapter 3: Affected Environment  
Introduction ................................................................................................................................3-1 
Background Information .............................................................................................................3-1 
Wildlife........................................................................................................................................3-4 
    General Wildlife......................................................................................................................3-5 
    Individual Species ..................................................................................................................3-5 
Recreation................................................................................................................................3-16 
    Current Situation ..................................................................................................................3-16 
    Conflict Between Users........................................................................................................3-24  
Regional and Community Descriptions ....................................................................................3-25  
Community Attitudes and Beliefs .............................................................................................3-29 
Air Quality.................................................................................................................................3-34 

Table of Contents -- page xiii 



___________________________________Commercially Guided Helicopter Skiing--DEIS 
 

Soil and Water Resources .......................................................................................................3-34 
Roadless Areas........................................................................................................................3-35 
Wild and Scenic Rivers ............................................................................................................3-35 

 
Chapter 4 Environmental Consequences 
Introduction ................................................................................................................................4-1 
Impact Assessment....................................................................................................................4-1 
Wildlife Impacts (Issue 1) ...........................................................................................................4-2 
Recreation Conflicts (Issue 2) ..................................................................................................4-13 
Impacts on Communities (Issue 3)...........................................................................................4-21 
Air Quality.................................................................................................................................4-31 
Soil and Water Resources .......................................................................................................4-32 
Vegetation and Sensitive Plants ..............................................................................................4-32 
Heritage Resources .................................................................................................................4-32 
Roadless Areas........................................................................................................................4-32 
Wild and scenic Rivers.............................................................................................................4-33 
Economics................................................................................................................................4-33 
Environmental Justice ..............................................................................................................4-33 
Unavoidable Adverse Impacts .................................................................................................4-34 
Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitment of Resources.........................................................4-34 
 
Chapter 5: Lists 
List of Recipients........................................................................................................................5-1 
Lists of Preparers .......................................................................................................................5-7 
References.................................................................................................................................5-8 
Glossary and Acronyms...........................................................................................................5-15 
Index ........................................................................................................................................5-20 
 

Table of Contents -- page xiv 



___________________________________Commercially Guided Helicopter Skiing--DEIS 
 

Appendices 
 
Appendix A – Scoping Comments 
Appendix B – No Fly Zone Maps 1 and 2 
Appendix C – Biological Evaluation 
Appendix D – Tables of Winter Use Data 
Appendix E – Table of Potential User Conflict Ratings by Alternative 
Appendix F – Winter Ski Run Maps 1 through 4 
 
List of Tables 
 
Table 2-1 Summary Comparison of Alternatives .................................................................... 2-27 
Table 3-1 Wildlife Species......................................................................................................... 3-5 
Table 4-1 Summary of Recreation Conflicts ........................................................................... 4-14 
Table 4-2 Helicopter Effects Areas by Community ................................................................. 4-25 
Table 4-3 Estimated Fuel Use and Emissions ........................................................................ 4-31 
 
List of Maps 
 
Map 1-1 Planning Area ............................................................................................................. 1-3 
Map 2-1 Alternative 1 – No Action ............................................................................................ 2-5 
Map 2-2 Alternative 2 – Proposed Action.................................................................................. 2-9 
Map 2-3 Alternative 3 .............................................................................................................. 2-13 
Map 2-4 Alternative 4 .............................................................................................................. 2-17 
Map 2-5 Alternative 5 .............................................................................................................. 2-21 
Map 2-6 Alternative 9 .............................................................................................................. 2-25 
Map 3-1 Moose Winter Range .................................................................................................. 3-8 
Map 3-2 Mountain Goat Winter Range ................................................................................... 3-10 
Map 3-3 Bald Eagle and Goshawk Nest Sites ........................................................................ 3-11 
Map 3-4 Dall’s Sheep Winter Habitat ...................................................................................... 3-15 
Map 3-5 A and B Winter Recreation Use ................................................................................ 3-17 
Map 4-1 Visibility-All Observation Points ................................................................................ 4-23 

Table of Contents -- page xv 


